The Birches Pre-Primary School
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26 March 2026

Dear Parents

TERM 1 NEWSLETTER

It gives me great pleasure to write the first newsletter of our 50" Anniversary Year as a Pre-

Primary School. Our school was opened at the Birches Apartments at the end of Entabeni Road
on a concrete balcony in 1976. In 1994, the school moved to its current premises. In 2026 we are
proud of the generations of children we have prepared for formal schooling. No journey to success
is easy, but we have weathered the storms and are ready to work with this new generation of

children.

It has been a busy but fun term where a lot of learning has happened through hands on activities.
This year we welcomed Miss Amanda Fenner to our school who is currently studying a B.Ed
(Foundation Phase) through STADIO. She will be completing an internship at our school while
she studies, and has been a valuable addition to our school. Mrs Louwrens returned from
maternity leave to teach the 4-5 year-old class and has graciously accepted the role as Deputy

Principal after Mrs Chislett’s retirement at the end of 2025.
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During February and March, The Birches were invited to attend two prize-giving events. The first
ceremony was for Sustainable Schools, sponsored by Nature Connect. We received a certificate
for the school who was “Most Connected to Nature”, that came with some prize money. We also
attended the WESSA / Eco-Schools awards ceremony and received a magnificent Arum Lilly

trophy for 23 years of uninterrupted championing for the environment.

Our Environmental Studies Clubs begin next term where they were will receive an hour of Eco-

education every week for the next 6 months.

The School themes this term have all lent themselves to helping the children’s learning come
alive. During our “My Body and Keeping Healthy” theme, Mrs Louwrens brought her baby to
school to demonstrate the care that a baby needs, as well as how each part of their body needs
to be washed at bath time. The “‘People who Help us” theme saw the
Fire Department visiting us on a hot and sunny day. After they had
learned important skills like the “Stop, Drop and Roll” safety routine,

learned the Fire Departments number and toured the cab of the truck,

they had a ball getting sprayed by

receive their packages and played a “deliver

the groceries game” after feasting on Oreos.




Thank you for supporting our fundraising initiatives this term! Our first Fundraiser was our
Valentines Market and hamper raffle, which was very well supported. The hamper was won by
Imihla-yonke in Miss Jensen’s class. Special mention must be made of the Erasmus and
Govender (Ariella) families who collectively sold 29 raffle sheets. Our second Fundraiser was
combined with our Birthday celebration and involved a fun treasure hunt for all families to enjoy
at our Anniversary picnic. We also invite all families to buy a wooden “brick” for their child, to

commemorate their part in our school’s history. They are selling for R100.

On the 11" March, we welcomed back the Class of 2025 Grade R’s who graduated from the
Birches last year, to a reunion here at school. They enjoyed reading to their old teachers and

playing in the different play areas with their old friends.




To all our Sunflower Parents with children in Miss Jensen’s class.
The time is now! Applications to BIG SCHOOL need to happen
ASAP to at least 3 schools.

The following, are schools where our children have been accepted in the past in

alphabetical order

e Ashley Primary School — 5" Avenue 031 701 2201
e Atholl Heights Primary School — Methven Road 031 262 6205
e Benjamin Pine Primary School — Blenheim Road 031 701 6161
e John Wesley School — Bamboo Lane (Private) 031 701 5603
¢ Pinetown Junior Primary — Beviss Road 031 702 2058
¢ Northdene Preparatory — Pioneer Road 031 708 4478
e Sarnia Primary School — Underwood Road 031 708 4635
e St Benedict School — Mariannhill Road (Private) 031 702 6989
e Thomas More College — Sykes Road (Private) 031 764 8640
e Westville Junior Primary School — Westville Road 031 266 5220

Luckily, for our Hibiscus Group, our school is fully registered with the Department of Basic
Education and SASAMS, and our Grade R program is exceptional with so many
opportunities available to the children on an every day basis. You need not apply to other

schools just yet. Your children will move up to do Grade R with Miss Jensen next year.
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| wish you all a good rest and if you are travelling on the roads these holidays, please be
safe. Remember you have precious cargo on board.

Our school will re-open for Term 2 on Wednesday 8" April 2026

Sincerely,
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Mrs Bronwen Aiston
PRINCIPAL




